
PT0/SBA)8a (05-03) 
Approved for use through 04/30/2003. 0MB 0851-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the PapenwfkReducfan Ad ctf 1995. no jjeisons are required to 



bstitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



(use as many sheets as necessary) 
I 0^ I 3 



\^ Sheet I 



Complete if Known 



/Vpplication Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attomey Docket Number 



10/783.717 



February 20. 2004 



Steve G. Baker 



3731 



2234-3-3 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials * 


Cite 
No/ 


Document Number 


Pubii cation Date 
MM-DO-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Oocunient 


Pages, Cotumns. Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 

PSfliirott Annoor 


Number • Kind Co6e* {if known) 






US-2003/0220657A1 


11/27/2003 


ADAMS. 








US- 2004/0044364A1 


03/04/2004 


DeVries at al. 










US- 2004/0087976 


05/06/04 


OeVries et at. 










US- 5.897.562 


04/27/99 


Bolanos et al. 










US- 5.403.326 


04/04/95 


Harrison et al. 










US- 5.887.594 


03/30/1999 


LoCicero. Ill 










US- 2002/0078967 


06/2002 


Sixto et al. 










US- 2002/0082621 


06/2002 


Schurr et al. 










US- 2002/0198541 


12/2002 


Smith et al. 










US- 5,41 1.508 


05/1995 


Bessler et al. 










US- 6.302.311 


10/2001 


Adams et al. 










US- 5.571.116 


11/05/1996 


Bolanos et al. 










US- 6,663.639 


12/16/2003 


Laufer 










US- 2003/0055442 


03/20/03 


Laufer 










US- 2002/0040226 


04/04/2002 


Laufer 










US- 2003/0187465 


10/02/03 


Bailty, et at. 










US- 6.086.600 


07/11/2000 


Kortenbach 










US- 5.254,126. 


10/19/1993 


Filipi et al. 




4 


1— 




US- 6.551 .333 


04/22/03 


Kuhns. et al. 










US- 6.447.524 


00/10/02 


Knodel, et al. 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Nanne of Patentee or 
Applicant of Oted 
Docurnent 


Pages. Columns. Lines. 
Where Relevant 

Passages or RelGvanl 
Figures A43pear 




Country CcxJe^ - Number* - Kind Code* [if known) 

































































































































Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



'Vlf/06 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confonnance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation If not In conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See 
Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. 3 Enter Office that Issued the document, by the two-letter code O^VIPO 
Standard ST.3}. 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language Translation Is attached. 

This collection of Infonnation is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The infonnation is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is govemed by 35 U.S C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 
hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application fonn to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to 
the Chief Infomnation Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT 
SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. 

//you need assistance in compfeting the form, call 1-eOO-PTO-9199 and select option Z 



r 



PTOfSB/OBA (10-01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-OO31 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMEI^ OF COMMERCE 

UnderlhePape»vwrkReduclionAdcf1995.nopefsorisarereQui^ 



Substitute for form 144gA/PTO 



Complete If Known 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Application Numk}er 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/783.717 



February 20. 2004 



Steve G. Baker 



3731 



Sheet 



of [ 3 



Attorney Docket Numt)er 



2234-3-3 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials * 


ate 
No.' 


Document Numtwr 


Publication Dale 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee a Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Pages, Columns. Unes. Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number - Kind Code* (if known) 






US- 4.595.007 


06/17/1986 


Meride 













































































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 

No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Dale 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages. Columns. Lines, 
Where Relevant 

Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 




Country Code' - Nunrter* - Wnd Code'' [if known) 






PCT/USOO/17260/WO 00/78227 


12/28/00 


NDO Surgical, 
Inc. 












PCT/US01/29746/WO02/24080 


03/28/02 


Sclmed Lite 
Systems, Inc. 












PCT/US01/14866/WO01/85034 


11/15/01 


bcimed Lite 
Systems, Inc. 












PCT/US01/29593/WO02/28289 


04/11/02 


bcimed Lite 
Systems. Inc. 






\ 


/ 




PCT/US00/30038/WO01/35834 


05/25/01 


scimeo Lire 
Systems, Inc. 










WO 2004/019788 


03/11/04 


bcimed Life 
Systems. Inc. 










WO 2004/019787 


03/11/04 


bcimed Lite 
Systems. Inc. 































































Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



+ 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this fonn v^th next communication to applicant 

^ Applicant's unique citation designation numtwr (optional) . ' See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.Qov or MPEP 901 .04. 
' Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of 
the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document " Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the 
document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. ' Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to talce 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this fom> should be sent to the Chief Information Offtcer. U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, Washington, DC 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents. Washington. DC 20231. 



PTO/SB/08B(10-01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651^)031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Pape<vv(y1tR6dudiofi Ad d1995.no persons are leqyg^ 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



V Sheet fT 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/783,717 



February 20. 2004 



Steve G. Balcer 



3731 



I of I 3 



Attorney Docicet Number 



2234-3-3 



OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials * 


Cite 
No.' 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of 

the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue 
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 








Mvths of the esonhaaus* Lucius D Hill* Tha Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Suroerv* vol. 98> No V Julv 

1989: pp 1-10 










Tho r^actrnncnnhanpal Plan Valua* I f) Hili At al .1 CA'in f^«trnAntpml 1fi9d'2fi/3V1fid-1fi7' LiDDincot Williams & 

Wilklns. Inc., Philadelphia 










The gastroesophageal flap valve: in vitro and in vivo observations; Ludus D. Hill et al.; Gastrointestinal 
Endoscopy; Vol. 44, No. 5. 1996; pp 541-547 




V 


/ 




Reappraisal of the flap valve mechanism in the gastroesophageal junction: A study of a new valvuloplasty 
procedure in cadavers; KjellBA Thor et al.; Acta Chir Scand 153:2&*28. 1987 





























































Examiner 
Signature 




Date 

Considered 



+ 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with f^PEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in oonfomriance 
and not considered. Include copy of this fonn with next communication to applicant. 

^ Unique citation designation number (optional). ^ Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This fbnm is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Tinne will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Infomiation Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office. Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents. Washington, DC 20231 . 




PTaS8/08a (05^)3) 
Approved for use through 04/30/2003. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

y llndef the Papery^ Reducto Ad of 1995. no persoris are reou^ 



Substi»t& for form 1449/V/PTO 



Complete if Known 



IFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/783.717 



February 20, 2004 



Steve G. Baker 



3731 



Sheet 



1 



of 1 



Attorney Docket Number 



2234-3-3 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Ex3nf>jnGr 
• Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Document Number 


Putilication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 


Pages. Columns. Lines. Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
FIgiires Appear 


Number* Kind Code* (if known) 


ijy — 




US'2004/0116949 A1 


06/17/04 


Ewers et at. 








US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Dale 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 

Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Retevant 

Passages or Retevant 
Figures Appear 




Country Code' - Number* - Kind Code* {If known) 

































































































































Exannirier 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not dtation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through dtatk)n if not in oonformartce 
and not considered. Include copy of this fonm with next communication to applicant 1 Applicant's unique citation designation numt}er (optional). 2 See 
Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of infonnation is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 
hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application fomi to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to 
the Chief (nfonmation Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. U.S. Department ofComnterce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 00 NOT 
SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patento, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. 



/f you neecf assistance in completing the fomi, call ISOO-PTO-QIBS and select option 2. 




PTO/SB/08a (05^3) 
Approved for use through 04/30/2003. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Adof i995.fX)pefOTsarBre(nJirBdtoigspondtDaooOec^ 



SubsUtute 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete If Known 



Application Number 



Rling Date 



Rrst Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/783.717 



February 20. 2004 



Steve G. Baker 



3731 



Sheet 



1 



of 1 



Attorney Docket Number 



2234-3-3 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Ejtsm'nef 
Initials * 


Cite 
No.' 


Documenl Number 


Publication Dale 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 


Pages. Columns, Unes. Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number • Kind Code'(if toiown) 






lJS.2(105/00n4S7S A1 


01 /OB/OS 


Sum et aI 








US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












U5- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Pubticalion 
Date 
MM-OO-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
AppPcani of Cited 
Documenl 


Pages, Columns. Unes, 
Where Relevant 

Passages or Relevant 
Rgures Appear 




Country Code' - Nuinber* - Kind Code* [9 known) 

































































































































)l if reference considered, whetnerx)r 



Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



'EXAMINER; Initial if reference considered, whether^ not dtation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique dtation designation number (optional). 2 See 
Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-better code (WlPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 8 Applicant is lo 
place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information Is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is.required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is govemed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 
hours lo complete, induding gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application fonm to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for redudng this burden, should be sent to 
the Chief Infomiation Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT 
SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call UQOO-PTO-BIQQ and select option 2. 



o 



Under thsF 



k.ReductionAdtf19a 



PTO/SB/08a (05^) 
Approved for use mrough 04/30/2003. OMB 0851-0031 
U.S. Patent and Tmdemailc Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
feQuredtptBspondtoaooPBCtionrf info ffi ia t k yturtessfto^^ 



Substitute for form ^^^SA/PTOSj^^^^t^j^ 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 
^ Sheet I 1 



Complete ff Known 



Application Number 



Piling Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/783.717 



February 20. 2004 



Steve G. Baker 



3731 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



2234-3-3 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Exarriner 
IniUats ' 


Cite 
No/ 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-OD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Pages. Columns. Unes. Where Relevant 
Passages or Retevani 

Clmimc AfMPnr 


Number - Kind Code'(tf toiokwi) 


A)IU 
nrH — 




US-2004/01 47958 A1 


07/29/04 


Lam et a!. 








US- 2004/0153102 A1 


08/05/04 


Therin et al. 




-V— 




US- 2004/0153103 A1 


08/05/04 


Schwartz et al. 








US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












US- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publicallon 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns. Lines. 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 

Figures Appear 




Country Code' - Number* • Kind Code' {tf fcnown) 


































































































































3. Draw iin6 through d 



Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confonnance with MPEP 609. Draw iirie through dtatlon if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique dtation designation number (optional). 2 See 
Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numt)er of the patent 
document 5 Kind or document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 ir possible. 6 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required (o obtain or retain a benefit by the public which Is to flle 
(and by the USPTO to pn^cess) an application. Conndentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 
hours to complete, induding gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this fonm and/or suggestions for redudng this burden, should be sent to 
the Chief Infonnation Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademaric Office, U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT 
SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commfssloner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. 



\tyou need assistance in completing the fomt, call l-BOO-PTO-QI 99 and select option 2. 



